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1. Purpose of Report

1.1 To have confirmed one (temporary) Tree Preservation Order made by the 
Planning Manager under delegated powers. The Order currently provides 6 
months of temporary protection for the trees, but is required to be confirmed by the 
Planning Committee to provide long term future protection.

2. Executive Summary    

2.1 A Tree Preservation Order gives statutory protection to trees that contribute to the 
amenity, natural heritage or attractiveness and character of a locality. 

2.2 The making of any Tree Preservation Order is likely to result in further demands 
on staff time to deal with any applications submitted for consent to carry out tree 
work and to provide advice and assistance to owners and others regarding 
protected trees. This is, however, contained within existing staffing resources. 

2.3 The making of Tree Preservation Order reduces the risk of losing important trees, 
groups of trees and woodlands. It further allows the Council to protect trees that 
contribute to local environment quality. 

2.4 The process of applying for work to protected trees allows for elected members, 
and members of the public to have an opportunity to comment on work to 
protected trees. 

3. Background

3.1 Tree Preservation Order 156 was made on 22 March 2018 protecting a group of 
49 Mixed Species located adjacent to the Car Park at The Lincolnshire Poacher, 
Bunkers Hill Lincoln.
 

3.2 The trees are considered to contribute to the visual amenity of the area and the 
unauthorised removal of the trees would be considered to be detrimental to visual 
amenity. 

3.3 The initial 6 months of protection would end for the Tree Preservation Order on 22 
September 2018.
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4. Consideration

4.1 Tree Preservation Order 156: Group of trees comprising 49 mixed species as 
shown on attached schedule. 

The reason for making a Tree Preservation Order on this site is to protect an 
important group of trees that provide a visually pleasing screen between the 
residential area of Sympson Close and the commercial area presently occupied by 
the Lincolnshire Poacher Public House and which make a positive contribution to 
the appearance of the area.  

The belt of trees is approximately 80 metres in length, extending from the northern 
corner of the central car park to the southern corner adjacent to the residential 
property of No. 20 Sympson Close.

The width of the tree belt varies from some 3 to 5 metres and consists of 49 early 
mature trees including Hornbeam, Field Maple, Ash and Whitebeam.

The trees appear to have been planted as part of a landscaping scheme dating 
back to when the site was commercially developed as a public house and are 
reasonably healthy, with a safe useful life expectancy range of between 20 to 40+ 
years. Their height ranges from approximately 5 metres to 12 metres, with mean 
stem diameters as measured at 1.5 metres above ground level of approximately 
220mm.

Given that the trees are visible from the public highways of Sympson Close and, to 
some extent the A15 Bunkers Hill, as well as screening the commercial aspects of 
the pub, its car park and future commercial development from the residential area, 
this group of trees are considered to be of high amenity value.

Following the statutory 28 day consultation period a letter was received from No. 
20 Sympson Close supporting the Tree Preservation Order but requesting some 
changes to the trees included in relation to his property.  This was considered by 
the Arboriculturist who recommended that the plan be revised to incorporate some 
of the suggestions made in that letter amending the number of trees included from 
49 to 47.  The Tree Preservation Order plan has been updated accordingly and is 
attached to this report.

There were 3 additional letters of support from residents of Sympson Close, no 
objections were received.

Confirmation of the revised Tree Preservation Order here would ensure that the 
trees could not be removed or worked on without the express permission of the 
Council.

5. Organisational Impacts 

5.1 Legal Implications – Anyone who wishes to carry out works to the trees will require 
consent from the City Council first.



6. Recommendation 

6.1 It is recommended Members confirm the Tree Preservation Order with 
modifications as shown on the revised plan to include a Group of 47 mixed 
species trees, and that the Officer carries out the requisite procedures for 
confirmation.
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Tree Preservation Order 156, a group comprising mixed species including Hornbeam, 
Field Maple, Ash and Whitebeam located adjacent to the car park, The Lincolnshire 
Poacher, Bunkers Hill, Lincoln.

Map showing location of trees

G1 – 47 Mixed species
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